SO     THE RECONSTRUCTION OF EUROPE
speed up the ultimate development of the great emancipa-
tion of peoples.... After having freed the Savoyards, the
Belgians, and the Ltegeois; after having raised the banner
of freedom on the shores of the Atlantic and the Medi-
terranean, France will formulate solemn treaties of broth-
erhood between herself and all these p&ples, in which
the interests of common defense will be established and
determined forever, and in which new sources of com-
merce and industry will be freely opened to the needs and
activities of the human race."
The Memoir ends on a really extraordinary note. France
and England must agree to free all their colonies and get
Spain to do the same. Colonies will never develop their
resources until they have gained their independence.
Such was the plan for a foreign policy proposed to the
Revolution in November, 1793, by the youthful Talley-
rand. It is a strange document. He condemns the wars
waged for over a century by the great European dynasties
for territorial gains and for the balance of power. Instead
he offers a simpler constitution and firmer foundation for
their states. He goes further, condemning all wars, the
very idea of war, as a contradictory, absurd, and largely
fictitious means of increasing one's power and wealth,
which each state could more easily do by a greater im-
provement of its own territory. But if, on the one hand,
the Memoir disowns the wars of the Old Regime, it fore-
shadows a potential revolt against the Revolution, Talley-
rand advises it to lay down its arms forever, just when it is
about to launch the longest, most widespread, and blood-
iest war of expansion of the eighteenth century. Nothing
could have been more inappropriate!
What kind of a man was this unfrocked bishop, this
outcast noble who preferred to serve the Revolution at a
distance and by advising it to do the opposite of what it
was doing? His attitude was so peculiar that it immediately
became suspect. The Memoir came out on November 25.
On December 5, the Convention dispensed with the un-